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Imbeciliec Economy
) BORING high prices has been »
WP popular enough pastime to drive & cou-
of million men out of work and into soup
! By now it may ba beginning 1o
N on citizdnn In general that something
& nlekel when you haven't got the nickel
& whole lot more expensive than the same
for n dime when vou have that plece

i allver at your disposal

I';_-_m prices are the barometer of pros-
iy, They Indicate a healthy condition
the businesa world, plenty of work al
I wages, smoking chimneys, buzzing
J8, It Is easy to find low prices. Go
intu the banokwoods or settle in an agricul-
,l'ﬁtul' tommuinity - whetsa poverty hangs on
sossons und the frulls of clvilization are
) far off ns the Garden of Hesperides. Thore
@re fslands in the South Beas where money
! Eggn aro cheap thers, and: fish
. And alr. Clothos cost nothing because there

~ &Fé none.

" That Is what we have been stralnlog to get
Bway from. Humanity has beeh thinking
! In struggling nnd swealing for
up and away from such

dinated and its staming tested in the pro-
i And when by 1he mercy of
widencoe and the magnificent ppplication

:'3 ! _‘;mtm we have progressed so far that the

1 of a button turns night into day and
Ahe push of another brings into our kitchens
the riches «f all lunds and countries, when

L we have made thé metals our ssrvants and
1 "g the hidden forces of nature our glaves, there

Burat forth loud protests from vociferous gen-
tlemon of (he “I-wish-for-the-good-old-days"”
| $p and they actunlly suceeeded In convine-
a large part of the people that the high

sL of llving was ruining them.
Wa have lind u tasts of theoretleal low

prices. Wa have sten what It means to set
Ahe clock Dback., There i n happy mean,

i elther oo high nor too low, but under or-

-

B that we have. Our lawmakers, on the othor |
S hand, begin by trylng to depress prices and |

Cddioary conditions the law s inexorsble that
high prices connote real prosperity, an abund-
u of money, the capecity Lo get the things

money will buy, As belween our mills

ling and a few cents more for their prody
and our mills not running at all there

in be but one declsipn. We need legislators
who can grasp the |doa of the middle ground

‘and not spend their time devising new meth-
ols of amashing profits, Inventive genlus ¥
the greatest safe depressant of high prices

1 ). end by depressing prosperity.

v

Uncle Sam as Miss Nancy

OLONEL GOETHALS should be dis-

o mimed for extravagance. He notually
abled the Government that he nesded ahips
B preserve the neutrality laws. It s obvious
e might just ns well have written or
sont his dispatches by messenger over-
4, an foot. For how could Colonel Goethals
bly know the situation so well an his
at Washington, those fur-visloned

who intultively are aware of every-

kldes, the ships ure nesded to carry pots-
and canned goods to the extremities of
worid. The big guns are (o be removed
make space for cargo. Verlly, Colonel
aly must be strangely ignorant of the
for restoring the American flag to
1 ] Plalnly hiw judgment 1s not to be
lled an, for hin long career has been char-
3 by few, If any, mistakes; a fact in
wely to use suspicion. Uncle Sam
dly becoming Miss Nancy and may
‘wrist watch takes from him if he

L

Ahead of Mr. Bryan

0 ia ealumny abiroand. Hear Repre-
Buchenan declaring that as “Mr,
suldom expresses himself through
paprs and magasines, It might be
hald of him and drag something

| b the subject” of our unprepar-
Uaps Mr. Buchanun has been
Fhy, wurd for werd, Mr. Rouvsevelt
ahasd of Ar. Bryan!

all of the pedticlans af the
with e Senate, hut mont of tha atralght.
torward, unsophisticatsd people will side with
the Presidenl, At any rate the Imparse
should Have besn avelded by the exsrcise of
A Hithe (et ‘
epEpeRapaai——
Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

AlL: ta the teumvitate!  The mogul

maximus and the maguls minimi, wo to
wny, have met and cédnferred and decided,
Ta AWK part of the program Mr. Vare will
nttend and to that Mr AcNichol Wil giva
hin mttentlon: for even om fitley contracts
munt be divided rairly betwoen the [wo, #o
Hiewine must the lawmaking of the Com-
monweslin be sguitably distributed betwesn
them, So hak it bheen decided and #o will
it he done,

Most of the things on which Philadelphia
han sel her henrt she will gel, siy the
mighty three, for gteat operations reguire
contracts and contracts require fontractors,
and there nre no contrunctors who stand n
ohanes except the two who nia golng to
that the Leglslature does the right
thing. How fortunate it s that the needs
of thesa gentlemen anidl the necessities of
Philadelphin polnt the same way!

But as for smallor Counclin nnd good govs
ernment, noy, nay; It must not be. Who's
Klcking, anyway? If the Organization Is
whling to provide scores of Councilmen
with the meana of lHyvellhood and the ap-
purtenances thereio, at the exponss of the
trxpayer, who so0 vile nn to object? Be-
siden, the plckings have been too rich under
the old plan to gamble with n new ond.

This i1n & free country and we have o right
to be governed the way we HKe, by s moguil
maximus and mogulg minim! or any other
kind of moguls we want. Bul it s per-
fectly obvious that the Commonwealth has
erred In not providing funds for the forfmiil
promulgation of the sdicts und ordera of
these democratic rulears

AR

Give Us a Definite Policy

HE outbreak of the war brought whai-

ever common sense thére happened to
be |n Congress t0 a head. A few of the bar-
riers placed in the way of an American nitr-
chant marine were removed. As a result 101
ships, of 4 gross tonnage of o third of a
milllon, have come under United Stales
reglatry, Thim is 8 gain of gome significance
In itwelf, but it |5 most important ns Ahow-
Ing what can be accomplished If the navi-
gation laws mre liberallzed, o use n
better word, modernized.

Cur system s obsolete. 1t Is the most
standpatier thing we have, In the matter
of consular fecs alone the Amerioan ship s
penallzed Intolerably. A Britlsh vessel, |t
seoms, pays a gross sum annuunlly for con-
sulpr service, but an American bottom s
mulcted by our representatives hn every for-
elgn port It visits. There are olher Imposts
etqually ns discouraging. We have had pro-
tective tariffa to protect American manu-
facturers, but In shipping we have pursied
exnctly the opposite course; that 1s, wa hinve
protected our competitors against all com-
petition by um.  The Preaident has diag-
nosed the disease very occurately, but he
suggesta » palliative instead oF a remedy.
He wanits (o experiment,

There arve men in tha United States who
Know something about ghipping and would
not be long In deciding on n definlte plan
for the rehabilitotion of our marine along
economically sound lnes. The dyving Con-
gress can do nothing of more finnl value
to the countlry than to appoint a capable
commisslon, the recommendstions of which,
after due consideration, should form the
basis of a settled, definile ond nonpartisan
pollcy to be adhered to tenaciously and vig-
orously carried out.

Lo

Simple Simons or Piemen?
REAT are politiclans and devious Lhelr
ways. ‘There is that $00,000 approprin-

tion whereby and by means of which the un-
employed are to be succored, slded and fed.
It is n large sum of money, although when
distributed among more than 100,000 men,
who want work instead of charity, it will not
£0 very far,

Milllons for pubiic worlks would have basn
a renl oasis for men who want jobs and can't
get them, Butl the erudite gentlemen who
guard the munlelpal treasury found so simple
and excallent & solutlon of the problem en-
tirely beyond thelr comprehension. Not that
they are Simple Bimons, for they have been
known to trade and barter with sucoess, hut
because they enjoy a good game, and there
18 no game quite so exciting as politica.

The distinguished persons who will dis-
tribute the §50.000 will make every dollar of
it count, and with it they will accomplish no
end of good. They will take the tool as they
find it and vsa it with consummate nicill. But
there would have been no need for their
afforts and unemployment would have been
reduced to the normal if the plemen had not
been llstening te thair master's volee, the
desp, guttural tones of the Organisation. The
unemployed will not forget.

S ————
A ocoal man's Christmas,

I¢ Russia had a few more news dispensars
trhe German armies would be annihilated.

After the war there will ba an entirely
different Kind of rétrenching in Europe,

For a time it appeared that Colonel Goethuls
was more lkely to get & Chautauquan lecture
than shipa.

There |» some reason to suppose that Doe-
tor Brumbaugh also wiil have sométhing to
say about legislation f=

Although the commuter may be a bit di=-

wnd w1 %o | THE REAL KAISER

BEHIND THE MASKS
Wilhelm 11 Only & Man Like Many
Others, But a Man of Mystery—Sur-

prises of & Diverss Pervonality—A |

Biography Difficult 10 Write,

By VANCE THOMPSON
O personality has been so disfligured aid
distorted in thin wiitlwing of ‘WwWhr as
thnt of the Kalser of Germany.,

Itnts has besn poured out on him; 1he
corléa luristn have had Ihair wiay with himg
He haw aven besn serjounly doploted as the
Anitlchriat In Hwitzériand, in ltaly and
France 1 suw thoussnds of savage and often
Indecent cori¢atures of the Kalser; and It ia
a nirange and disconcerting fact that thess
postonrds wors made and prihted In Gers
many—ohitenty In Munioh

On the other hand, the Germin, nngd espoe.
cially Ipa Clerman-American, papers have
lent themaselves to iaudntion<almoat to delfi-
catlion—of this unhappy moveralgn. One Oer-
min professor—It was Dr, Adolf Lassen, pro-
fesmor of philosophy In the Unlversity of
Berlin—could fnd nelther English nor Ger-
man words fit to express his adoration of
the Kaissr and, rising Into Latlp, he da-
clared Wilhelmus Secundus to <be  dellicli
generin illummn—-"llm delight of the human
riace—which Ix quite ag absurd as to call
him the Antlehriat,

In Many Roles

The Kalesr 5 a man lke many others: he |

In wn unhappy man with a tragle destiny
Amid all this adulatipn and vituperation 1
waonder whether it s posilble tell
truth nbout the prodestined man, I have ssen
Him mony times iy the year, T have studied
him as one of the moat significant problems
of what 1

Lo the

In Europenn history, and most
Khow abour him 1 have learned from
Gorman subjects, Perhaps, nfter all, it s
nest not to wilte too mueh, but a Httle truth
never hurt any one=living o dead.

When he eame to the threpe more lhan a
quarler of A céntury ago he surprisedigvery
one, He hid been known ns an authoritative
and belllcoss Princo, and his speeches and
proclamatlony showed him as n pacific and
courteous monkreh, And throughout the
years he hns gone on surpriging people. e
has done everyihing and been overyhody.
and o hin multiple disgulses It Is hard to
tell Just who the real Willelm is. 1Is he
hunter, yvachisman skaterhe bhas posod in
role—or M ho painter, musiclan, pooel
or preacher? Ha has played every part, That
{a why he ls so eluslve as a man. Al the
moment you saw him dresnod as o Prussian
general: In an hour he was dlsguised as an
Austrian fleld marshnl, an Bng..sh admiral
or o colonel of the Bersaglierl, He hns worn
the casgue of the Denth's Hond Hussars and
the fex of the Turk, Under all these shifis
and chianges of costume nnd attitudes Wwhat
sort of a real man was hid?

Phyalcally, not an impressive man, -~
Kalser s short and of
Bloul.

ench

I'he German Inte
yours rather
Secking an Ideal Willielm

shory and stout, with a clear oye
and an imperious look, with a wilful chin
and n stralght; strong noas, with sonsunl
noatrils and lips—that is he. The mustache
vou know. Sometimes he woears it drooping,
sometimes twisted up Into truculent curves;
somelimes olippad shorl. He lg slways ex-
perimenting with it: and with his halr, One
veur he parts his halr on the side; another
vear it stunds eréct en brasse, He haa al-
witys loved to vary hin personnl appeariance,
seeking, am it were, the definite and tdeal
Wilhelm he ls to hand on to posterity. It in
ng though In all these transformuotions he
had been trying to find himself. A man of
peace and prayer, And yel you remember
the Morocean criala? It was as though wild
Mars awoke In him. He stormed down into
Alsnce-Lorraine—hs leaped from city to olty,
Mling them with midnight alarms, with
bugle calls and drum beatse. SBome haunting
ghost of the Oreat Fredsrick had chased
away the Lohengrin in him, But he 414 not
maks war.

That s (he thing to bear tn mind.

Twice he threatened, but he did not make
war,

The gesture satisfled him. He had spoken
like m wartior and he was content. The mere
attitude suMced. Here T think we are getting
cloke to the sheart of this mystery,

Great nctor, great poet, great diplomat,
great oralor, great warrior—It was in his sad
destiny that he should try to be each of
them and all, The malicious "Countess van
Epinghoven" siates it was Professor Kuaok-
funs, of Caasel, who painted hls plolurcs—
aided by Karl Saltzmann, who put in the
landecape and marine: that the Court Chap-
lain Frommel wrate bisx sermons; that Von
Moltke compossd the famous “Hymn to
Fair': and that the military discourses wers
pregiared by the officors of his military house.
hold, 1 do not quite belleve it, In & way he
A4 all these things, He lved for a while In
these diverse personalties, And the good
Germans, his subjects, averred it

Tragic Destiny

Do you remember a book odpnce famops?
1t was written by Professor Quigdde, of
Munieh, and 18,000 coples wers sold In the
first two woeks, In all 800,000 copies were
sold and the professor made a small fortune—
more than Mommsen or Ven Treltachke
galned Ln 18 years. The title was “Caligula:
& Study of the Insanity of Cosarian Fower,*
and what the professor did was to establish
8 parallel between the nols of the successor
of Tiberius and those of pthe Kalser of Ger-
many. Veguely T remember sooie of Lhe <ofn-
parisons.  Like Wilkelm 11, Caligula loved
theatre and posed himsélf as wn actor,
" " I'I ¥

tather

his |

W
oy oy

charge of (hem after Blsmarck's death and
whs protecied by Prifnge Ferbert von Bik-
marck. But Herbert dled in 198, Immedi-
nrely his widow waws foroed to give up the
papers and poor old Chryeander, without
trial or examination, was locked up In a
madhonge; So that blography will never be
written. The old Chancellor's vengeance will
noever know the ronl Wilhelm, or know no
mote than you and 1 can know today. And
that Is not much, fa JL?

Merely this:

That he played many parts In Hle—and
played them gallantly In splte of the fact
that hereditury discases kept Knocking at
his revered brain: and thal o Thyestian dos-
tiny dogged him. And the beginning of that
dentiny's fulfllment was when the Kaiser,
who had loved to plny at war—us he played
at painting and preéaching and verse making
and hunting—found suddenly that his stage-
world had become real, horribly nctual, a
Aome-swopt world of war.

But naither you nor I cin be qulle sure,
for Wilhelm 1L id the enigmn of his genera-
tlom

He ls more mysterious than the Man In
the Tron Mask, Loeaiise he hox hld himself
bohind a dozen masks, And no one knows
his real name,

VERSE-MAK II\C IN TRENCHES

Great Love and Great Hate as Spontancously
Expressed in War Porms From the Front.
HE fervor of “lofty song” has niways
Named nbove the smoke of battle Aeldn aod

now burms anew, says a writer In whose

article In' the Puaris Figaro the Literary

Digest has round some Interesting and sug-

gestive fucts. Ile ealls attention to poems

by Raitand, Zamacols and other notable
poéts. contributed to the columns of that

Journal. Yet 1t s still more striking that a

Areal quuntity of verse comes to the Wigaro

day after day from soldiers, nurses and gen-

eral workers at various points along the
front. 11 is admitied that in those efforts the
expreaalon does not always measure up to
the subject. Yet If, ns La Bruyere says.

“the writing of a book Is & trude in itwelf,”

60 ulso, according to the present writer, it

is n trade In itself "to ary out one's sorrow

and one’s Joy In the langunge of Apollp, to
drape with harmonious phrase and winged
phrate one's hate and one's love” The souls
of thess poets in aotlon, hé explains, are
overwhelmed with emotion and thelr minds
confronted with such mighty happenings thag
they are too strained o concelve of them
Justly, Bpontanecusly as pairiotlc songs
mpring to the lps of woldlers on the march,
postry flows from the pen of every French-
man who tries to express what e feels in
the present clrcumsinances. Simplieity and
sincerity, consequantly, are the chisf char-
acteriatics of this verss from the lrenches,
and [t would seem, the writer telln us, that

France In "fnding Its youth agsin and can

understand only two cssential passlons—great

hate and great love' We read then:

“Love 13 the aubject of all thess new poels;
love for wounded France, for bher rulned
monwnents for her Imperlied traditions, love
for her sons that have dled apd for thosa
who aré sbout to dle, And*bhate, ss well-—-
hate for the burbarians who brought thess
woes upon her. Yot Lheir love I8 born of this
hate, * * * Take this passage, for sxample,
from a poetn written by Maurice Lscosur, a
sargeant In ths 69th Regiment. on the evening
of tha battle of Isleitos:

Lasa vedolant of anathema, but pqually in-
formed with martial spirit, le the picture
pressnied by Lisutenant Jacohb, of the idlst
Intantry. of & troop movement. Ha writes:
“Conigs the v Lo ndvands, and the squads de-

m‘ 1 .
5 aiu“‘:l‘nlch'uh'v

COMMISSION RULE A SUCCESS IN ERIE

Dreams of “the Visionaries” Have Come True—No Mourning Over the
Passing of the Old Bicameral Council.

By HENRY A. CLARK

Seate Senator sad Auwtbor of Act Providing Commisslon Verm of Government in Pennaylvanis Cities

HE system of commiasion form of gov-

ernment for cities of the third ciass in
Pennaylyvania has been In operation and effect
wo long that we ares now able to determine
from actual results whether It has proved
to be the success Chat its freiends prophesied
or the fallure that Ite opponaents prodicted,

The pracotieal operation of the sysiem in
ong ¢ity and the results attained in it may
or may not ba fairly typleal of what has been
anccomplished In other places, but the natural
inference in that If it has beén easily and
suraly a success In one It ought to be and
could be mo in all, for the municipal problems
of tho entire group are simjlur and the legal
formulan for solving those problems = the
BRmMe. :

During the discussion of the hill in the
loginlutive sessions of 1811 and 1012 and up
to the 27th day of June of that year when
the bill becama an ast by the Governor's
npproval, the city of Hrie, having a populn-
tion of about BO000 and being the third
latvgest city of the class, was an ardent, Con-
tinuous and Intelligent supporter of the
moasure,

Its Chamber of Commerce, FBoard of
Trade, Business Men's Exchange, nearly all
of the clvie associations and n greht majority
of its oltixens demanded a change and re-
Jolged when it came,

Have they been dlsappointed? Do they
wizh the old bieameral council reinstated?
Decldedly nol, Judging from the exprossed
viewa of many of her leading citinens,

When nominations vare to be made a largs
numboer of candidates presented themselves,
n spirited contest took place and during the
campaign for final election the Intersst was
Intense.

The reault of the slection was a keen dis-
appointment to many, pome regarded It ns a
calamity—others dld not so conajder It

The Mayor held over, and among the four
members of Councll elsated were a patiern
maker, o printer and u Inwyer.

Increased Civie Activity.

The advooates of the system had declared
that it would beget an Inoreased elvie activ-
Ity, and they were correct,

Presumably the strugtural features of the
law ars too well known to need mention now,
as they have heretofore been disoussed and
given publicity. The newly elected oMelnls
of the city of Erls qualificd and entered upon
thelr duties, passed the neceasary ordinances
to enable them to carry out the purposes of
the act, asalgned themsolves to the heady of

the departments for which ench seomed bast
fitted nnd Hove been fn dally sossion since.

Each member specinlizes on the work of
hig department, acts accordingly and gels
Immedinte results;

Joint actlon of the whole body Is quiet and
easy, and conciusions are reaghed without tha
long, disappointing, vexgtious and oftentimes
contly deluys charneteristle of the formes
system. Those having husiness to transact
with Counell are surprised and plensed at the
Intelligent and expeditious way of handling It

Under the old system members of Councll
strove to get what they could ‘or the warda
from which they were elepted. Thin resulted
In sectional. development without mgard (o
the bhest intercst of the municipality as &
whole.

Now ward lines are practicslly ellminated
and city fmprovements are planned on a coms
prahensive scale with reference to the nross,
ent and future needs of the enttre eolty, X

By dividing municipal business Into depart-
maonts and placing o Councllimen, duuiznlulg

us superintendent, at the head of cach, ree.
sponsibility hud been fixed and this arrangd~

ment has borne most excellent results. Thera
Is no shifting of responaibility from ('.'mnmcllf'
to Select Councll, or the reverse, or from the
Mayor to the Controller.

Responsive Responsibility

The superintondents, commonly known ak
commissioners, of thes several departments,
keenly feel thelr responaibility, are quickly
respotisive to the just demands of complain-
Ing cltizena and to the necessities of elvio
Improvement, and are careful in the expendls
ture of money to gecure those common bengs
fitn, Contracts are enforoed; thelr provisions
are not  stretched or walved  through
favoritiam.

The benefits of the new system may be
briefly summarized as fullows, In 5o {6r as
the city under consideration fa voncerned;

Log rolling has been dons awny wilh,

The pork barrel In a thing of the past,

Fixed respanaibility,

Contlnued sessions. Council niways ready
for business,

No time-consuming delays.

Economy and efficlency,

The awakening of civie pride. °

A greater interest manifestad in muni¢ipal =

affairs by the people.

Theas, the “dreams of the vislonaries! who
advocated the adoption of the measure, have
become actuallties in the City on the Lake -

apostrophlzes King Albert of Helgium
follows:

“Naor 'fore the ngony qualled or shrank.
Think not we reckon allght of this,
?’)alhnl:ulan nald u::l wl‘lﬂnﬂ

or o ren shall t legend tell
Of Albert. King, o
Wheraver read a» tons olther can:
‘Great King., Great Soldier, and A Man!' "

As an exampls of the patriotic deveotion

Qur Prepuredaess
From (he Naw York Sun,

I cannot sympathiss with those sincers gén-
tUsmen who oppose military and um.rll.l da.tu.u
for this eountry on tha ground thut the w
make for war, ‘1 de not think so.—Wii

If we w.:mlto puthuurnlm hoa
& nervice 1o humani
we will not do it by arming m'=
t we can G:H-EW?HUAI
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